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DEFENCE SA
DEFENCE SA IS SOUTH AUSTRALIAõS LEAD GOVERNMENT AGENCY FOR ALL DEFENCE 
MATTERS.

The South Australian Government is committed to ensuring the state has the skilled 
workforce in place to meet Defence project requirements, while enriching adjacent 
industries and the broader community. 

South Australia is working with the Commonwealth and defence industry to:

Ågrow the pipeline of STEM qualified 

graduates

Åtarget education and training for 

defence industry priority needs

Åtransition skilled workers in other 

sectors into the Defence industry

Åincrease women & First Nation 

Peoples in STEM careers and the 

defence industry

Åensure school leavers are aware of 

defence industry job opportunities
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SA WORKFORCE & SKILLS REPORT
ÅDelivers a skills and workforce plan to support 

delivery of current and future Defence projects

Å Report details targeted initiatives that accelerate 

the work already underway to grow the South 

Australian defence industry workforce

Å Current South Australian defence industry 

workforce is around 5,500. This will grow to 

>11,000 by the 2040s.

Å Initiatives aim to build a capability pipeline 

across education, training and employment to 

grow an inclusive and skilled workforce.

Å Targets school age, VET and university 

graduates and people looking to switch 

careers, including women, First Nations 

people and ADF veterans.
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PRECINCTS
South Australia accommodates three 

dedicated defence industry precincts, two 

innovation hubs, and some of Australiaôs most 

important Defence training, test and 

evaluation ranges.

Å Osborne Naval Shipyard

Å Edinburgh Defence Precinct

Å Tonsley Innovation District (advanced manufacturing)

Å Technology Park 

Å Lot Fourteen 

Å Woomera Range Complex

Å Cultana Training area
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OSBORNE NAVAL SHIPYARD
WORLD-CLASS SHIPBUILDING FACILITY

ÅMost advanced shipyard in the nation

ÅHome to Australiaôs leading maritime companies

ÅMore than 5000 skilled shipbuilding employees

Å $200m investment in existing shipyard infrastructure over the past years
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SURFACE FLEET REVIEW
Australiaôs enhanced lethality surface combatant fleet will be an 
integral component of Australiaôs maritime and integrated joint 
force for operations in our immediate region to ensure the safety 
and security of our sea lines of communication and maritime 
trade. 

ÅThe fleet will double in size.

ÅAdditional investment:

Å$1.7 billion over Forward Estimates

Å$11.1 billion over next decade

ÅOverall investment of $38 billion over next decade
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COLLINS Class Submarines 

Life Of Type Extension 

Å Commencing 2026, Replacement of 

batteries, main motors, diesel 

generators, power conversion 

equipment for all 6 submarines

Å Upgrade by ASC ï circa $6bn

CURRENT SA MARITIME PROGRAMS
Hunter ASW (Type 26)

Å Prototyping modules 

ongoing

Å 2024 ï 2043 manufacture 

of 6 vessels by BAE 

Systems ï circa $45bn

Hobart AWD upgrade

Å Commencing 2026 ï upgrade 

of Aegis Combat System to 

Baseline 9 missile capability 

for all 3 AWDs

Å Upgrade by Navantia, 

Lockheed Martin and SAAB - 

circa $5bn 

Continuous 

Shipbuilding

Å 3 replacement Air 

Warfare Destroyers to 

be built at Osborne 

with decision in 2035

Å Construction to start 

2042
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PILLAR 2 ð ADVANCED CAPABILITIES

ÅAUKUS will develop and provide joint 
advanced military capabilities to promote 
security and stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

Å8 key areas: undersea capabilities, quantum 
tech, AI and autonomy, advanced cyber, 
electronic warfare, hypersonic and counter-
sonics capabilities, innovation, information 
sharing

PILLAR 1 - SUBMARINES

ÅAUKUS will provide Australia with a 
conventionally armed, nuclear-powered 
submarine capability, while upholding the 
highest non-proliferation standards.

ÅJuly 2023 - Australian Submarine Agency 
established to oversee SSN-AUKUS program

Image courtesy of BAE Systems Maritime Australia

AUKUS AGREEMENT
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INDUSTRIAL PARTNER FOR SUSTAINMENT

ÅASC Pty Ltd selected

ÅInitially with Australian Virginia class, followed by 
SSN-AUKUS

ÅSustainment at Henderson Shipyard in Western 
Australia

INDUSTRIAL PARTNERS FOR BUILD

ÅASC Pty Ltd and BAE Systems to partner 
under a collaborative arrangement

ÅLeading to establishment of an incorporated 
Joint Venture

ÅBuild occurring at Osborne Naval Shipyard in 
South Australia 

Image courtesy of BAE Systems Maritime Australia

AUKUS SUBMARINE PARTNERS
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AUKUS TIMELINE



invest.sa.gov.au

South Australia





Ecosystem InnovativedefenceandspaceecosystemincludingDefenceSAandSouthAustralianSpace 

IndustryCentre(SASIC).

400+defencecompaniesandover100spaceorganisationsin both the upstreamand 

downstream segmentsexistwithin athrivingnetworkof primes,smallto mediumenterprises 

andstart-up companies.

Researchand 

education

Threepublic universitiesandworld-renownednationalresearchcentressuchasDefenceScience 

andTechnologyGroup(DSTGGroup)andthe SmartSatCooperativeResearchCentre.

World-leading catalyst andincubatorprogramsfor start-up companies.

Infrastructure Majorupgradesandmaintenance scheduledfor keyinfrastructureacrossthe state. 

Competitiveconstructioncostsfor newinfrastructure.

Affordablelandlinked to transportcorridorsandkeyinfrastructure for newprojectsandtest 

and evaluationareas.

Capability Industrycontributingproductsandservicesinto globalandlocalsupplychainsfor the buildand 

sustainmentof defenceandspaceprojects.

Focuson Industry4.0technologydevelopment includingLotFourteen,TonsleyInnovation 

DistrictandTechnologyPark Adelaide.

Investmentin highly-skilledworkforce to deliver major defenceprojects.

Astrong geographicalposition to support polar andsun-synchronouslaunch services.

Introducing South Australia



SouthAustraliaôscollaborative ecosystem
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All your partners here

TheǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ largesttechnologycompanieshave establishedAI-focusedinnovationhubsin Adelaide. 

Theseorganisationsare aligningtheir strategyfor the nextdecadeonthe abilityto deliverAI-focusedprojectsandhave

selectedAdelaideasthe best locationfor AI  andbigdatacapabilities.

Global technology companies in Adelaide for innovation


