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UTIC AUKUS Conference — Highlights the Importance of Strategic
Patience as AUKUS Pillar 1 and 2 Progress

Middletown, RI-The Undersea Technology Innovation Consortium (UTIC) hosted “A
Conversation on National Security — AUKUS,” in Middletown, Rhode Island on 18
April. The event included representatives from the trilateral agreement nations —
Australia, United Kingdom, and the United States — briefing to an audience of industry
partners. An industry delegation from South Australia was also present.

UTIC’s Chief Executive Officer Molly Donohue Magee kicked off the event
highlighting that AUKUS is more than just submarines. It is about advancing undersea
technology, developing the workforce and supply chain, and providing an ecosystem for
innovation and technology opportunities for industry, academia, researchers, and
governments. She highlighted UTIC’s tagline and the day’s charge “fo focus on
Communication, Collaboration, and Innovation.”

Initially announced in September 2021, AUKUS’ goal is to bring stability and security to
the Indo-Pacific region with an emphasis on undersea warfare and technology. There are
two Pillars: Pillar 1 involves the creation of a sovereign conventionally armed, nuclear-
powered, submarine (SSN) capability in Australia and Pillar 2 includes the sharing of, and
collaboration in, advanced capabilities.

David Eyre, the Senior Maritime Advisor for DefenceSA, South Australia, highlighted
the state of South Australia’s role in AUKUS and its deep history in building submarines.

Dr. Peter Abbott, a member of the diplomatic service and the British Counsel General to
New England, shared the UK perspective. He highlighted that, “AUKUS builds on
longstanding, deep-rooted relationships between the UK, the US, and Australia, and
reflects the unique level of trust and cooperation between our countries and shared
values."

Marie Bussiere, Technical Director, Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC)
Division Newport, and Meganne Atkins, Executive Director, AUKUS Integration and
Acquisition Office, provided detailed insights on the AUKUS Pillars 2 and 1 respectively.

Meganne Atkins discussed Pillar 1 and the AUKUS Integration & Acquisition Office’s
role in developing and executing the “Optimal Pathway” to delivering Australia’s
sovereign SSN capability with the vision of, “Three free nations, one dominant force
team, one collaborative industrial base.”

“This is what is needed to keep our submarine forces at the forefront of undersea
warfare,” said AtKins. “It takes time to build workforce and capacity. There is no turnkey
solution.”
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NUWC Division Newport’s Technical Director Marie Bussiere, talked about Pillar 2 of
AUKUS, which focuses on developing advanced military capabilities.

“Pillar 1 is a longer-term effort because it is about designing and delivering the platform.
There is a lot of dialogue and interchange that is required to design a new platform. Pillar
2 is shorter term and focused on developing and providing joint advanced military
capabilities to promote security and stability in the Indo-Pacific region,” she explained.

“When we talk about AUKUS Pillar 2 efforts, I encourage strategic patience,” said
Bussiere. “This trilateral agreement has to be relevant and advantageous for three
countries not just one or two. Efforts focus on existing capability development activities
that have shared AUS/UK/US interest and can readily benefit from collaborative
development.”

The afternoon session included briefings by the South Australian industry delegation, led
by Mel Slater, the Director Maritime, DefenceSA. Mr. Slater provided information on
the capabilities of South Australia, in particular the work that DefenceSA undertakes as
the lead government agency for the state of South Australia on defense matters.

Erica Logan, Deputy Director, Workforce for PEO SSBN/Submarine Industrial
Base, and Jess Key, General Dynamics Electric Boat, Manager of Supplier and
Workforce Development, provided insights on the processes and pathways being
developed to ensure a sustainable workforce to meet the AUKUS requirements.

Magee concluded the conference, “As we have heard, AUKUS will require
communication, collaboration, innovation, and strategic patience.”
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The Undersea Technology Innovation Consortium (UTIC) promotes the rapid
development, prototyping, and commercialization of innovative undersea and maritime
defense projects. The Consortium represents a united undersea and maritime industry
voice, breaking down barriers to growth by identifying and integrating undersea and
maritime technology resources and opportunities, and providing the environment to
collaborate on innovative solutions.
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Left to Right: David Eyre, Senior Maritime Advisor for DefenceSA, Al Jawhari, Starke
Advanced Manufacturing Group, Mel Slater, Director Maritime for DefenseSA



Meganne Atkins, Executive Director, AUKUS Integration and Acquisition Office
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